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RE: HB 331 — Remove the term “half breed” from signage and geological features in Montana;
Sponsor: Rep. Schwaderer

Chairman Essmann and Committee Members:

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (“CSKT™) support HB 331 as it provides for the removal of
disparaging terminology from State of Montana owned property. Our Tribes would like to personally
thank the sponsor of the bill, Rep Schwaderer, as this legislation represents one more step toward
equality.

The term “breed.or half breed” is typically used ina derogatory oﬁ'ensrve manner; mmumzmg the value
of-anyone of American Indian hentage For example many western films utilized the-term as an insult
(see The Half-breed, Keoma and Chato's Land). The CSKT welcomes the removal of any and all
offensivée: terminology from State property, whxoh dlsparages any mdmdual or group of mdwxduals

We believe this.bill is long overdue in the State of Montana as there are seven great Tnbal Natxons w1th

abundant cultural diversity and rich hxstor_y The CSKT Tribes gladly offer our advice and techmcal S
‘assistance to any Sta\ :Agency to replace offensrve and outdated termmology thh culturally relevant [P
place names: that areresp tﬂiland meaningful. ; .




